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NOTES. 63 

Protoplasmic Life. — Mr. Crace-Calvert stated that life will be- 
come manifest in the albumen of a fresh egg mixed with pure wa- 
ter after an exposure of fifteen minutes to the atmosphere. Ex- 
periments in spontaneous generation are often vitiated by mo- 
mentary exposure to the air. 

TsTOTES. 

Prof. Agassiz has published a letter in regard to the expedition 
in the Hassler, in which, after stating that some published, state- 
ments are incorrect in many particulars, he says : — ■ 

"The Hassler was built for the coast survey work of the Pacific 
shore of the United States. Any work undertaken on board this 
vessel, is, therefore, entirely subordinate to that of the regular 
operations of the survey. As she must, however, necessarily 
make the tour of the South American continent, in order to reach 
her destination, Professor Pierce, the Superintendent of the Coast 
Survey, has thought it wise to organize a scientific party, con- 
sisting of men who might render the voyage in the highest degree 
useful to science, as well as to the special interests of the survey 
itself. To this end he has provided a dredging apparatus in con- 
nection with the hydrographic operations, thus continuing on a 
larger scale the work so admirably conducted under his auspices 
in the Gulf of Mexico during the last five years. The wider range 
thus given to these operations will, of course, greatly enhance 
the value of the previous work, and lay the foundation for much 
more effective researches in the future. 

I consider myself fortunate in being connected with this voyage, 
doubly so because the companions with whom I am associated 
are men of tried ability, some of them having a larger experience 
than my own in special details of the work, while Captain John- 
son, commander of the Hassler, adds to his professional skill a 
zeal for the interests of science warmly shared by the officers un- 
der him. But while everything has been done to give this initia- 
tive voyage of the Hassler a high scientific character, it must not 
be forgotten that the present expedition is simply an incident in 
her history. The superintendent has indeed allowed me to make 
collections on our way, since we sail in waters where everything 
that lives has special value for the naturalist ; but the expense of 
making these collections, and indeed all expenses of the scien- 
tific party not directly connected with the Coast Survey work, will 
be paid from private means provided by individual liberality. 

I have thought it best to publish this statement in order to 
make it fully understood that the scientific expedition connected 
with this voyage is not its chief object, except so far as that ex- 
pedition subserves the best interests of the Coast Survey." 



64 NOTES. 

The vessel sailed December fourth, and will touch first at St. 
Thomas Island. The steamer burns less than three tons of coal 
a day, and can thus run eight thousand miles on one hundred and 
fifty tons of coal, a remarkable saving of fuel. Professor Agassiz 
has taken out abundant stores for preserving specimens, and deep 
sea nets and hooks specially adapted for catching fish at great 
depths. We also publish a letter to Professor Pierce, the Superin- 
tendent of the Coast Survey, in regard to the aims of the dredg- 
ing party from advanced proofs received from Professor Pierce, and 
published as a Bulletin of the Museum of Comparative Zoology. 

We noticed in the last number of the Naturalist the instruc- 
tion in science afforded to the teachers of Boston at the Hall of 
the Natural History Society, the means having been furnished by 
Mr. John Cummings ; we should not forget the other efforts made 
to instruct the public and popularize science, under the auspices 
of the same vigorous institution, the means of which have been 
and are this year to be furnished by Mr. John A. Lowell, as trus- 
tee of the Lowell Institute Fund. The first courses were given 
for a nominal price of admission in the lecture-room of the Soci- 
ety's Museum, last year. The following is the programme of the 
lectures for this season : 

" First course, beginning October 23, twelve lectures on Pop- 
ular Geology by W. T. Brigham. A.M. Subjects — 'Water as a 
Geological Agent ; Chemical and Physical Properties of Water ; 
Dew and Rains ; Springs ; Rivers ; Waterfalls ; Bogs and Marshes ; 
Lacustine and Oceanic Deposits ; The Ocean ; Caverns ; Snow and 
Ice ; Glaciers ; Deluges.' 

Second Course, beginning December 4, six lectures by B. Joy 
Jeffries, M.D. Subject — 'Comparative Anatomy of the Eye, and 
Vision.' 

Third Course, beginning December 26, ten lectures by Professor 
G. L. Goodale, of Bowdoin College. Subject — ' Physiological 
Botany, a study of some of the relations of Plants to Pleat, 
Light, Electricity and Chemistry.' 

Fourth Course, beginning January 29, six lectures by Thomas 
D wight, Jr., M.D., Subject — 'Preservation of Life among the 
Vertebrates.' 

Fifth Course, beginning February 19, six lectures by W. G. Far- 
low, M. D. Subject — 'Cryptogamic Botany, with special refer- 
ence to the Algae.' 

Sixth Course, beginning March 11, by F. G. Sanborn, Subject, 
— 'Talks about Insects.'" 



